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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A Year Like No Other

We resisted longer than most other cycling 
organisations and BUGs, introducing 
strict protocols to reduce the risks of virus 
transmission during rides.  We were mindful of 
the exercise and social benefits cycling brings, 
while maintaining social distancing rules.  

With national restrictions on gatherings and 
activities we had to comply and suspend our 
rides program from 28th March.  Fortunately, 
the pause was shorter than expected.  Rides 
resumed on 15th of May with strict limits 
on numbers (initially 10 and subsequently 
increasing to 20), rides open to pre-registered 
members only and adherence to health 
protocols; further details available here.  The 
comprehensive planning undertaken by John 
Williams and David Vasey for the 2020 Tour de 
Cowra could not be implemented this year but, 
all being well, will be available next year. 

Your Executive 
The Executive has worked as a team, arguing 
civilly and logically, the different points of view 
regarding some difficult issues such as our 

response to COVID-19 – as should be the case.  
Monthly meeting took place virtually through 
Microsoft Teams. I want to thank every member 
of the Executive for their extraordinarily 
valuable contributions.    

Two new members started on the Executive in 
this past year: Vic Buriak has been assiduous in 
getting News out to members each Wednesday. 
He has an able back up in James Yap who has 
taken over whenever Vic has been away.  Brian 
Lynne has brought a great deal of experience 
from elsewhere to our discussions; that has 
been to our benefit. 

Darryn Capes-Davis has continued to enhance 
our IT systems, in particular to adapt them to 
COVID-19 requirements.  Thank you to Andrew 
Elliston and Trevor Nash who, along with others, 
have spent considerable time enhancing the 
rides database. 
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COVID-19 has affected all of us. It was with reluctance that the Executive 
suspended our regular rides program in March given the health issues. 

https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/05/13/bike-north-group-rides-resume
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A Year Like No Other

Advocacy
During the changes driven by COVID-19 
advocacy activities stepped up with letters to 
Councils recommending expanded active 
transport facilities including temporary and 
permanent cycle lanes. 

Ryde Council has continued expanding its 
cycling network including Pittwater Road and 
Epping Road. 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) declined to 
support our proposal for an additional 
southbound cycle lane on the main platform 
of the Harbour Bridge although it did generate 
some support and publicity.  

Three new articles were launched urging 
members to lobby for improved cycling for the 
community: 
• Cycling needed in North Sydney during Covid
• North Sydney official Bike Route cut
• Pinpoint your local streets as shared spaces

Carolyn New has been active taking on North 
Sydney Council about potential loss of bike 
paths as well as issues relating to the Northern 
Beaches Motorway proposal.  Her persistence 
is being rewarded with Council considering Bike 
North proposals and taking them forward to

TfNSW. Bike North is recognised by Council as 
a significant interested party whom Council 
will consult.  Carolyn is also actively pressing 
Willoughby Council for improvements in 
cycling infrastructure. Yaffa Gould is continuing 
Carolyn’s good work in North Sydney. Darryn 
Capes-Davis is an active member of Parramatta’s 
Cycleways Advisory Committee. 

Brian Lynne has managed to get responses from 
The Hills Council; Councillors seem to better 
appreciate the benefits of cycling and the need 
for better facilities, including access to the new 
metro stations in the Council area. 

John Hunt, David Thomson and Justin 
Holmwood have been tireless in clarifying RMS’ 
responsibilities in keeping roads maintained 
and clear of debris (including shoulders and 
cycling lanes) and clarifying the responsibility of 
other authorities who sometimes need to close 
roads for repairs.   They have been ceaseless 
in pressing RMS and its contractor responsible 
for the maintenance of Pacific Highway north 
of Hornsby to adhere to RMS standards and 
ensure obstacles and sections dangerous for 
cyclists are made good. 

https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/05/13/bike-north-group-rides-resume
https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/05/19/cycling-space-desperately-needed-in-north-sydney-during-covid-19-times
https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/05/19/north-sydney-official-bike-route-cut
https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/05/19/north-sydney-official-bike-route-cut
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A Year Like No Other

Advocacy cont...
Our Ryde group continues to be active with one of the more progressive 
councils when it comes to cycling with Council enhancing cycling paths along 
Epping Rd to Epping, along Pittwater Rd and in Macquarie Park. 

Greg Boyd is once more strongly supporting a clearly defined cycle route 
between Epping and Carlingford despite some local NIMBY resistance. 

Lyness Beavis is a member of Ku-ring-gai Council Traffic Committee, not that 
it meets often or is particularly active. 

Ian Meller and Don Murchison in Lane Cove are two of our members urging 
the local Council to commit to cycling – but with very limited success so far 
(through no fault of Don’s!). 

Thank you to Alison Pryor for organising the Mowbray Public School Community ride and for 
organising coaching (Essential Skills and Learn to Ride course) as requested by Willoughby 
Council – unfortunately cancelled due to COVID-19. 

This year financial support was given to Freedom Wheels, an organisation committed to bringing 
the joys and benefits of cycling to children with disabilities.  Your Executive matched donations 
made by individual members of Bike North, many of the registrants from the cancelled Tour de 
Cowra donating their registration fee. In total we raised over $1,100.

The Tumbarumba to Rosewood Rail Trail (21km) opened in April. It has been a long campaign to 
get to this point.  Several Bike North members had planned to attend the official opening (also 
cancelled due to the Covid-19).  

Bike North was successful in our application for one of the Volunteer Grants 2019 (Community 
Grants Hub, Department of Social Services).  We received $2,550 excl GST for first aid equipment 
and leader training. Thank you to the office of Trent Zimmerman, MP, Member for North Sydney, 
for advising us of this opportunity and for supporting our application. Finally, thanks to our 
newest leaders:  Kerry Tipton, Prasad Wimilasiri.

Let’s hope the 2020-21 year is a healthier environment for us all. 

Tom Rubin
President 

COMMUNITY

https://freedomwheels.org.au


ABOUT US

Bike North is a 
community based, 
nonprofit, volunteer 
organisation which has 
operated for over 20 
years to advocate and 
promote the use of 
bicycles with our goal of 
“Making cycling better 
in Northern Sydney”. 

With over 500 members (as of Sept 2020) 
riding bicycles for transport, recreation, 
health, fitness and fun. We: 

• Advocate for better cycling outcomes in our
area;

• Work with local Councils, the NSW
State Government and government
instrumentalities on planning,
implementing, maintaining and managing
cycling infrastructure; and

• Edcuate cyclists on cycling skills, choosing
cycle routes and how best to handle traffic
and varying road conditions.
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ABOUT US
continued...

As a Bicycle User Group (BUG), we are a “Community of Cyclists” working to 
achieve all these outcomes through the dedication and skills of our volunteer 
members. 

Bike North Inc. is an incorporated association with the following 
formal objectives: 

• Promote the use of the bicycle for transport and recreation as a means to
improve quality of life and protect the environment;

• Educate bicyclists and other road users in the interest of road safety;
• Advocate enforcement of the rights and obligations of bicyclists; and
• Advocate engineering and equipment appropriate for the use of cyclists.

Bike North is affiliated with Bicycle NSW and Cycling NSW, the two state organisations 
that represent transport/recreation and sporting cyclists respectively.

AFFILIATIONS



HILLS ADVOCACY
Brian Lynne

As one of the fastest growing areas of Sydney, cycle infrastructure in the Hills 
has improved significantly, particularly around Rouse Hill, areas around new 
developments and areas around Sydney Metro.

Bike North continues to be active in The Hills, 
advocating for improved cycling facilities for 
all riders. A number of Bike North rides now 
use this new infrastructure. Development of 
the Greenways path continues with a new 
pedestrian/ cycling bridge constructed over 
Memorial Avenue in preparation of the widening 
of this major arterial road. Despite significant 
improvements, challenges still exist within the 
more densely populated areas around Norwest 
and Castle Hill, with significant gaps in necessary 
infrastructure and ongoing concerns about 
safety.

Communication with Council remains difficult, 
at best. Bike North addressed Council in a 
Community Forum in late 2019, as an additional 
avenue for getting Council to listen to safety 
concerns from the cycling community. Whilst 
we have been attempting to establish a more 
consultative process, with greater input starting 
in the design stage, these attempts have been 
unsuccessful.

As we go to print, Bike North has achieved action 
on a small number of safety improvements an 

we hope this commencement of a better working 
relationship with The Hills Shire Council. 

Whilst not technically in the The Hills, we have 
also been working with National Parks and 
Wildlife regarding several dangerous speed 
bumps installed in Depot Road, Lane Cove 
National Park. The speed bumps have been 
removed as a result of our work, however at the 
time of going to print, the final solution to their 
concerns regarding excessive cycling speeds are 
yet to be finalised.

As reported in last year’s Annual 
Report, cooperation with NorthConnex 
has been fruitful and we look forward 
to the opening of the new cycling 
infrastructure around the Pennant 
Hills Road/ M2/ NorthConnex Tunnel in 
the coming months.
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WILLOUGHBY ADVOCACY
Carolyn New

Bike North continued to work with Willoughby Council’s Bicycle Consultative 
Committee over the last year, in response to the council’s cycling proposals with 
written submissions supported by regular contact with Council Officers.

Willoughby Council has been very proactive over the last 
couple of years, developing concept designs for two of its 
regional routes between Chatswood and St Leonards, as well 
as other local routes through the Artarmon Industrial area and 
the Castle Cove route to High Street, Willoughby. 

Early this financial year Bike North provided a detailed, supportive response to 
Council’s conceptual proposal for a 3 metre shared path along 3.6 kilometres of 
the Pacific Highway. We were delighted that Willoughby Council’s Operational 
Plan for 2020/21 included $1.6million for detailed design of this cycleway. 

More recently Willoughby Council exhibited a concept design for an on road 
route between Chatswood and St Leonards, between Herbert Street and 
Hampden Road, along the railway alignment.
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WILLOUGHBY ADVOCACY
continued...

Bike North made a supportive submission to council (supported 
by a survey and constructive suggestions) for what could 
become Willoughby’s first separated cycleway. It’s expected that 
the proposed concept will proceed.

Both the above proposed bike routes connect Chatswood and St Leonards 
and leverage the extension of Frank Channon Walk (shared path) through to 
Mowbray Road. Both proposed bike routes intersect with the Gore Hill Cycleway 
and provide connections to the Hospital and Education Precincts between St 
Leonards and Artarmon.  

The Highway proposal follows the ridgeline with its gentle gradients and provides 
good connections to Lane Cove and western Artarmon as well as direct, flat 
connections to the Hospital on a route shared with pedestrians; the railway 
alignment will be shorter but hillier, providing connections to eastern Artarmon 
and Artarmon Village. This route will be mostly separated from cars and 
pedestrians. 

Unfortunately another proposal for a Castlecrag route has received local 
opposition, despite strong efforts from a local Bike North member. We are yet to 
see whether this route will be progressed.

We were also delighted to learn that Willoughby Council has managed to obtain over 
$3 million in funding for 2020/21 to:  

• Progress both of the above proposed routes through to detailed design; and
• Construct shared path routes through the Artarmon Industrial and have these

connected to the two proposed routes.

This funding has come from the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment and will 
bring both projects to shovel ready status for potential construction under TfNSW future 
Principal Bicycle Network program. 

3 MILLION IN FUNDING  
FOR 2020/2021
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LANE COVE ADVOCACY
Ian Meller

Bike North continues to take opportunities to support cycling 
and foster new infrastructure in Lane Cove.

During 2019 the Lane Cove Council 2013 Bike Plan was updated by ptc 
consultants. This is a five-year strategic plan outlining the delivery of cycling 
infrastructure and promotional programs for the Lane Cove community. Bike 
North made a detailed submission supporting the new plan and provided 
comments for improvement and implementation prioritization.

Prior to Lane Cove Council’s finalisation of the cycling infrastructure works 
budget in July 2020, Bike North highlighted in a formal submission:
• The lack of planned funding; and
• The lack of any specific Council implementation strategy to progress the

newly agreed plan.

While Lane Cove Council has made some cycling infrastructure improvements 
during 2019/2020, this was primarily driven by new developments within the 
Council area. We continue to work to encourage Lane Cove Council to provide 
meaningful route connections and upgrades similar to what we observe in the 
adjoining Willoughby, North Sydney and Ryde councils. 

We assisted Lane Cove Council in promoting cycling at the September 
2019 Bike Week Breakfast and also ran a well attended cycling information 
stall at Lane Cove Sustainability Fair in October 2019, generating a lot of 
interest particularly for people in the area who were new to cycling.  

The Bike North designed brochure “Riding around Lane Cove” outlining 6 
easy to use bicycle routes continues to be a Council reference source. The 
Council website also lists Bike North as one of two local riding groups for 
organized rides around the northern suburbs. 

BIKE WEEK BREAKFAST



LANE COVE ADVOCACY
continued...

We are in regular contact with members of the Lane Cove Council Bicycle 
Advisory Committee. During the year we jointly advocated for a shared path 
overpass to connect the southern side of St Leonards with Greenwich and 
Wollstonecraft as an alternative to proposed new traffic lights for the River Rd 
crossing. This will have enhanced value now that the St Leonards South, high 
density residential development has been approved between River Road and 
Pacific Highway, St Leonards.  

We have also advocated for effective bicycle connections 
across Pacific Highway at St Leonards. It is encouraging to see 
that this is likely to eventuate as part of Lane Cove Council 
plaza development over the rail line at St Leonards. 

Supporting the Bicycle Advisory Committee, we advocated for the need to 
widen the footpath between River Rd and the Lane Cove Golf Course, to make 
this a safe shared path for pedestrian and cycle use. Bike North continues to 
advocate for safe cycling access along Burns Bay Rd across Fig Tree Bridge to 
Hunters Hill which for a long time has been a much needed cycling connection.
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HORNSBY ADVOCACY
Justin Holmwood

Cycling infrastructure improved in the Hornsby Shire during 2019/20  
despite the indifferences, with a number of cycling infrastructure works 
completed. Many were the outcome of previous representations by Bike 
North or the fulfillment of previous undertaking given to it.

Other positive outcomes from Hornsby 
Council include:

• Willing to include Bike North in their planning
meetings; and

• Responding to requests for information about
what the council was doing to improve cycling
safety and amenity during the year.

One of the first indications of a possible change 
of mood within the Shire towards cycling 
safety was the reduction of the speed limit on 
The Esplanade in Thornleigh to 50kph in early 
2019/20 (a change we have been seeking for a 
number of years). This is encouraging in that 
Council recognised the risk to cyclists in sharing 
busy transport corridors with vehicles travelling 
at a significantly faster speed. 

In the same vein, for cyclists who will be using 
the M2 cycleway in the future, the construction 
of the cycleway over- and under-passes at the 
southern portal of the NorthConnex Project at 
the intersection of Pennant Hills Road and the 
M2 was nearing completion by year’s end. The 
work done by Bike North representatives, Doug 

Stewart during the initial North Connex planning 
as well as subsequent construction consultations, 
will allow cyclists to safely negotiate this complex 
intersection. 

Hornsby Council sought grant funding from 
Transport for NSW for four cycling infrastructure 
projects, all related to some of the shared user 
path construction suggested by TEF Consulting in 
2017/18. 

Projects include: 

• Franklin Road Cherrybrook: from Kayla Way to
New Line Road;

• Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby: from St Judes
Church to Hookhams Corner;

• Edgeworth David Avenue, Hornsby: from
Albert Street to Hornsby Hospital; and

• Brooklyn Road, Brooklyn: between No 83 and
No 126 (completion of earlier work).
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INCIDENTS & LEGISLATION
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HORNSBY ADVOCACY
continued...

Hopes are high that at least some projects will 
be approved in 2020/21. Council has recently 
completed the construction of shared user paths 
around Cherrybrook Station. This exceeded  
expectations, thanks to funds already received. 

In relation to the Epping to Pennant Hills 
Cycleway project announced back in 2018, 
Council has lodged its business case for the 
first stage of construction between Cheltenham 
and Beecroft Stations via The Crescent and 
Cheltenham Girls High. The business case is 
awaiting approval from the State Government. 

In August, Bike North representatives 
participated in an all day co-design 
workshop conducted by Hornsby 
Council to improve access to and travel 
through Hornsby’s town centre by all 
transport modes.

In the same month, Bike North Hornsby 
advocates also provided a formal submission 
to the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park Plan of 

Management Review, highlighting the need for 
lower speed limits, smoother road surfaces 
(particularly on descents) and more signage 
alerting drivers to the presence of cyclists and the 
requirement to pass them at a safe distance. Bike 
North also continues to engage with Transport 
for NSW about the future of Pennant Hills Road 
as a joint road and cycleway corridor once the 
M1/M2 tunnel opens as expected before the end 
of calendar year 2020. 
 Unfortunately, the old Pacific Highway (OPH) 
remains a danger and inconvenience for cyclists, 
particularly in the Asquith and Mt. Colah areas. 
The cycle lanes come and go (like Lake George), 
forcing riders into the active traffic lane at 
unexpected times. Further north, excessive 
time is often taken for storm debris to be 
cleared from the OPH cycle lane shoulders. This 
has recently led to a more focused series of 
approaches, complaints and interviews with the 
road maintenance contractors to bring about 
much needed improvements in the timely and 
proper elimination of cycling hazards from 
these shoulders. However, it remains to be seen 
whether improvement will occur.

Minimum Safe Passing Distance (MSPD) Legislation - a View From Hornbsy
Bike North members have reported a number of more dangerous MSPD incidents to the NSW Police 
since the legislation was introduced in 2016. Reports are commonly dismissed due to confusion 
between: 
• The Police accident investigation policy (only major accidents are investigated); and
• The third party dangerous driving report policy (incidents should be recorded, investigated and

prosecuted if the evidence meets the required standard).

Only a few incidents reports have been accepted and very few have resulted in sanctions against 
drivers. Importantly measurements estimated from videos or by observation are unlikely to meet the 
standard of evidence required to prosecute, meaning the legislation is virtually unenforceable unless 
the incident is witnessed by police or multiple witnesses are willing to make sworn statements. More 
recently the Prosecutor at Hornsby Police Station has started to find cyclist infringements in video 
evidence submitted. 



PARRAMATTA ADVOCACY
Darryn Capes-Davis
City of Parramatta has an active Cycleways Advisory Committee with community 
representatives including Bike North member Darryn Capes-Davis. 

Bike North is delighted to report that the following projects 
are in progress within Parramatta and are being monitored by 
the City of Parramatta Cycleways and Bike North Parramatta 
Working Group.

• Escarpment Boardwalk at Parramatta;
• Parramatta Light Rail Active Transport Link (ATL); including continuation of

the Active Transport Link under Adderton Road;
• Stage 1 of the Alfred Street Cycleway Granville;
• North Connex Cycling Infrastructure;
• Epping to Carlingford Cycleway;
• Epping Road Shared Path;
• Alfred Street Bridge;
• Finlaysons Creek Cycleway (Wentworthville to Westmead); and
• North West T-Way Cycleway (Ferndale Close, Constitution Hill to Mons Road,

Northmead).
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https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/escarpment-boardwalk
http://www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au/walking-and-bike-riding
https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/06/24/stage-1-of-the-alfred-street-cycleway-granville-feedback-request
https://www.bikenorth.org.au/2020/09/09/northconnex-cycling-infrastructure
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/about-parramatta/news/on-exhibition/proposed-epping-to-carlingford-cycleway
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/about-parramatta/news/on-exhibition/epping-road-shared-path
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/about-parramatta/news/media-release/australias-first-diagonal-arch-bridge-one-step-closer-to


OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
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RYDE ADVOCACY
Alison Pryor

Even though the 2020 Bicycle Advisory Committee meetings were not able to be held 
due to COVID-19. 

Pittwater Road (Region Route 5): the Shared User Path has been the major project 
in Ryde in 2020 with Bike North providing comments at both the concept design and 
detailed design phases. The path spans Epping Rd at North Ryde through to East 
Ryde, Boronia Park Shops and on to Gladesville. 3 of 6 sections have been completed 
– cyclists can ride between Epping Rd and East Ryde – Bronhill Rd (towards the Field
of Mars park). The crossing between the eastern and western sides of Pittwater Rd
is not ideal and requires a refuge island in order to be safe. Council will continue to
work on this project in 2020/2021.

Epping Road (Regional Route 7): the remaining section of shared user path in the 
Ryde LGA was completed to Vimeria Rd Marsfield.  Bike North did a saddle survey in 
January and provided a detailed report on signage requirements to the Ryde Council 
Bicycle Advisory Committee. Squeeze points at several bus stops remain the biggest 
issue and are driven by the design of the bus shelters (the solid advertising panels 
remove sightlines) as well the narrow width of the path space.  It’s pleasing to see 
that Parramatta Council is now planning to continue the path on the southern side of 
Epping Rd to Blaxland Rd, Epping.   

Bike North suggested locations for the bike parking rail installation program. Parking rails which meet 
Australian design standards have been added at Denistone stations, the skate park at Meadowbank 
Park, several smaller shopping areas and 6 additional locations in Macquarie Park;

A submission was made to the Greater Sydney Commission regarding the Meadowbank Education 
and Employment Precinct (MEEP), the final masterplan is due out soon; and

Several of bike skills courses were held in conjunction with Ryde Council in Bike Week 2019 and in 
March 2020.  

Ryde council has continued to improve the cycling network and 
deliver some new high-quality shared user paths in 2019/2020, 
using both state and local council funding. 



NORTH SYDNEY ADVOCACY
Carolyn New

This has been a frustrating experience over the 
last 12 years. Various concepts for connecting 
the two cycleways have been developed by NSW 
road authorities and North Sydney Council, 
however these have been abandoned due to an 
inability to coordinate efforts and enthusiasm. 
Bike North has attended several workshops, 
written numerous letters to representatives 
and provided input for these concepts with no 
outcome.

The COVID-19 lockdown drove a large increase 
in interest in cycling across Australia and 
internationally and this interest has evolved 
into a collective realization that ‘pop-up 
cycleways’ (temporary bike lanes which could be 
delivered quickly and relatively efficiently) were 
required, given growth in rider numbers, limited 
public transport capacity and private vehicle 
constraints. 

Pacific Highway Pop Up Cycleway
Bike North lobbied the Council and TFNSW to 
use one lane on the Harbour Bridge as a one-
way route to complement the existing cycleway, 
together with bike lanes on the Pacific Highway 
to connect to West Street.

It quickly became clear TfNSW was open to 
the ‘pop-up concept’ and started to work with 
the City of Sydney on these cycleways. TfNSW 
were also interested in options for the Pacific 
Highway, however the Harbour Bridge was out 
of bounds. 
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The top priority has been the completion of the gap between the Gore Hill 
Cycleway and Sydney Harbour Bridge Cycleway. 

TfNSW open to the 
‘pop-up concept’ 
and started to 
work with the City 
of Sydney. 



16

NORTH SYDNEY ADVOCACY
Carolyn New

At this stage North Sydney Council had failed 
to respond to our proposals for these pop-up 
cycleways. We were in luck when the Committee for 
Sydney picked up on our Harbour Bridge proposal 
and Bike North’s proposal featured on the front 
page of the Sydney Morning Herald. Resulting 
publicity and cycling community support drew 
North Sydney Council’s attention to the support for 
cycleways in the North Sydney area. 

We were also fortunate to be able to meet with 
Councillor Kathy Brodie, an e-bike rider, who further 
discussed safety  and the need for a safe space 
for cycling through North Sydney with her fellow 
Councillors and Council Management. North Sydney 
Council now supported a pop-up cycleway along 
the Pacific Highway and TfNSW were now open to 
delivering this  between Middlemiss Street and West 
Street. North Shore local member, Felicity Wilson, 
announced the Pacific Highway pop-up in August 
2020 in the presence of North Sydney Mayor, Jilly 
Gibson and Bike North members Yaffa Gould and 
Carolyn New. As the Pacific Highway is a State Road 
TfNSW is fully responsible for the final design and 
construction to be rolled out during 2020.

‘Pop-ups’ are temporary and installed 
under special conditions during COVID 
but TfNSW does want to see these 
become permanent over time. 

‘Pop-ups’ are not always perfect but they provide 
opportunities for testing how they will be used and 
support opportunities for quick corrections and 
future improvements. ‘Pop-ups’ will go through 
the full consultation process before they are made 
permanent.

Disappointingly North Sydney Council removed 
cycling access to the shared path through St 
Thomas Park, a path which has been in use for over 
two decades. We will be reviewing cycling options 
through that area after the Pacific Highway ‘pop-
up’ is made available and make representation to 
Council as necessary.

Also of concern in North Sydney is the Warringah 
Freeway Upgrade proposal. The EIS was on 
exhibition and Bike North made a detailed 
submission early this year. While the EIS identified 
a few cycling improvements (such as a new 
wider Ridge Street footbridge and widening the 
Ernest Street Bridge we have significant concerns 
regarding impacts to existing cycling routes and 
the failure of this project to address the gaps in the 
North Shore Cycleway.

POSITIVE NEWS
In other news, North Sydney Council has completed construction on the second stage 
of its Ridge Street Cycleway, providing  one more separated section connection to St 
Leonards Park and onward to the separated cycleway to Cremorne.



KU-RING-GAI ADVOCACY
Lyness Beavis

Applications submitted for funding in 2019 were 
not approved by the RMS. Funding for a shared 
cycleway at Lindfield Station was eventually 
approved, however unfortunately the funding 
was not used due to the delay in the Lindfield 
Hub development project.  

The renewed interest in cycling driven by 
COVID-19 in 2020 has been remarkable.  
Advocacy groups all over Sydney have taken on 
the task of lobbying their councils with renewed 
vigor. It has even brought out a few new 
volunteers for the Ku-ring-gai Advocacy group. 

Thanks, so much to those who responded to the 
call for assistance.

Given the renewed uptake in cycling sparked by 
COVID-19 and the explosion in the ownership 
of e-bikes, Ku-ring-gai Advocacy wrote to the 

Mayor and Councillors requested a meeting 
with the Director, Strategy and Environment, to 
urgently initiate a review of the 2012 bike plan 
and allocation of funding to address the recent 
increase in demand for bike infrastructure.

The meeting was very positive with council 
acknowledging the need to review the 2012 
Bicycle Plan. This review is dependent on 
the development of TfNSW Principle Bicycle 
Network plan for Sydney which covers cycling 
infrastructure over three tiers of importance, 
from separated bike lanes through to 
neighborhood shared streets. 
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According to Ku-ring-gai Council’s 2019 annual report, the council spent zero 
dollars on the bike plan last financial year, instead relying entirely on RMS 
funding to implement projects on the bike plan.

The renewed 
interest in 
cycling driven 
by COVID-19 in 
2020 has been 
remarkable.  
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KU-RING-GAI ADVOCACY
continued...

Achievements in Advocacy in Ku-ring-gai 

• We worked with council to update its Traffic and Transport guidelines to acknowledge its commitment
to the Active transport (walking and cycling) and implement policy aligned to Transport for NSW’s
document: Future Transport 2056;

• One of our local advocates noticed that part of Kissing Point Rd was being prepared for resealing. After
extensive council engagement, that council are now going to take the resurfacing of the road all the
way to the kerb and are going to mark the edge line at 3.0m, which means a shoulder which is 500mm
wider than originally planned, and 200mm wider than existing;

Ku-ring-gai Advocacy will continue to work with council to provide feedback on roadworks and 
infrastructure projects that could impact cyclists. 

We look forward to 2020/21 and hope that next year will see an increase in support for cycling and bicycle 
infrastructure within Ku-ring-gai local government area.

$398,000 FOR CYCLEWAY 
Ku-ring-gai council was recently awarded $398,000 from NSW Government’s “Streets as 
Shared Spaces” grant program for a separated cycleway in Gilroy Road. 

The council will use this money to create a cycleway in Gilroy Road Turramurra 
connecting Karuah Park with the Turramurra local centre. Safer crossings will also be 
installed at Brentwood Avenue and Gilroy Road for both pedestrians and cyclists to 
improve links with Karuah Park. Mayor Jennifer Anderson said this cycleway could be 
completed by June.

 “This is a great step forward for our plan to create more cycleways and make selected 
streets in Ku-ring-gai more pedestrian-friendly,”



RIDES
Alison Pryor, Rides Coordinator 

Managing the Rides Program in COVID-19

Changes were made to the rides program in response to COVID-19. Ride participant 
numbers were limited to 10 beginning in the 2nd week of march before a broader ride 
shut down in April. Rides were able to be resumed in mid-May, however, maximum 
participant numbers continue to be constrained by State Government rules for 
community sport / leisure as well as the ability to maintain social distancing at coffee 
stops.

Regular communication between the exec team, rides committee and ride leaders 
occurred throughout this period to ensure aligned COVID-safe protocols against the 
backdrop of rapidly changing conditions.

19

RIDES PROGRAM
We were able to offer an average of 40 rides per month despite public health restrictions 
(including a shut down over the 6 week Autumn busy season). 

We were able to increase the number of rides offered once restrictions were lifted. 56 and 
54 rides were offered in June and July respectively.

There are now over 500 rides in the database including a number of new routes submitted 
over the last 12 months. Some of the new routes make use of new cycleways in the Hills and 
Norwest while others start at more familiar locations before venturing south to suburbs like 
Woronora, Como or Kurnell.  

Community/Family  5

  Easy  49

  Easy Medium  66 
ON AVERAGE PER 

MONTH 

40 RIDES
IN THE 

DATABASE 

500 RIDES

The mix of rides offered in 
2019/2020 were:

  

  

  

Medium  181 

Medium Hard  83 

Hard  36 
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RIDES
continued...

Community Focused Rides 

Bike North’s community focused rides are 
targeted at non members in partnership 
with community organisations. 

Three community rides were conducted 
with Parramatta Council in Bike Week last 
year including: two for adults and one as 
an after school activity for primary aged 
children with their parents welcome to join 
in;
• A follow-up ride was also conducted to 

the Rivendell flower show with families 
of the Rhodes Multicultural Association

 
• A practice commute ride to the CBD 

and back was run for Lane Cove 
residents to encourage cycling as an 
alternative transport option during the 
COVID period; and

• Several community rides events have 
been held as part of the NSW Cycle 
Safety. We were able to offer rides at 
three levels of difficulty in the same 
location on the same day. Special 
thanks to Darryn for coordinating and 
our ride leaders and others who have 
helped make these community events 
happen.

Ride leaders and Rides Committee 
meetings held throughout the year 
provided a good opportunity for managing 
administration of the rides program as 
well as practical education for ride leaders 
across several areas including:
• A session on the use of the Ride with

GPS program for planning and leading
rides;

• A cycling skills session led by some of
the Bike North coaches; and

• A first aid session.

Gerrit finished his term on the Rides 
Committee towards the end of 2019 and 
we thank him for his ride leadership and 
committee volunteering efforts. Brian 
Lynne joined the committee. The other 
members of the Rides Committee are 
are Trevor Nash, Stuart Lee, John Turton, 

Andrew Elliston, Greg Boyd and Alison 
Pryor. The number of ride leaders has 
remained stable at 32. The number and 
diversity of rides is best supported through 
increasing the number of rides leaders 
and current ride leaders putting on rides 
on a regular basis.  We thank everyone’s 
efforts in leading rides, and putting their 
hand up to become ride leaders. The 
communication team continues to assist 
and develop additional functionality to 
the rides part of the web and databases. 
Members of the Rides Committee have 
also been editing the Ride With GPS lists 
to ensure correct versions of each ride are 
retained while duplicates and out of date 
versions are ones removed.  A new edition 
of the Bike North Rides Procedures and 
Policies document has been developed and 
was recently endorsed by the Executive. 

LEADERS, MEETINGS AND 
SYSTEMS



Safety 

There were a lower number of incidents over the past 12 months relative to the 12 months 
prior, with 3 incident free months over the last 11 (in periods where the rides program was 
operating). 

There were 19 incidents overall with 18 in the rides program and 1 in the skills program. 
• 15 incidents were falls at slow speed with riders being able to continue and complete their

rides;
• 2 participants were driven home after observing for possible concussion; and
• 2 participants were taken to hospital following ambulance assessment related to likely

fractures.

Details relating to incidents are analysed and information 
is provided to ride leaders and executive to support 
improvements to safety.

RIDES
continued...
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TOURS
COVID-19 has had a large impact on the Bike North members 
tours program. The Nowra long weekend trip was able to be 
run in November 2019; however the Tour de Cowra, Autumn 
Classics (in  the Southern Highlands) and the overseas tour to 
Austria/Italy have had to be cancelled or postponed.  

Skills

The skills and coaching program has now been merged with the Rides Committee. Several 
highlights from 2019/2020 were as follows:
• Delivery of several skills courses to the community during Bike Week in 2019; and
• The rollout of a comprehensive skills and education initiative with Ryde Council including

4 different courses, one of which was an “adult learn to ride” course (the first time
Bike North has offered these). While we got to finish the practical riding courses, the
mechanical skills sessions had to be cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions.

# OF INCIDENTS VS
 12 MONTHS AGO 

LOWER
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MEMBERSHIP
Beth O’Leary, Membership Officer

Bike North is one of the largest cycling groups in Australia with 483 financial 
members at the end of June 2020. 

We continue to maintain a good mix of long-
standing and new members. 

Our members are spread across Sydney, 
the majority coming from North Sydney up 
to Hornsby, the Hills district and across to 
Parramatta. The club has grown in the last year, 
with a spike corresponding with the COVID-19 
restrictions. New members are often trying 
cycling to see if it is an activity they wish to 
pursue. Most do! Those who don’t renew their 
membership are usually moving away from 
Sydney or found they did not have as much time 
to cycle as they had hoped.   

We are always open to new members who wish 
to explore the benefits of cycling or contribute 
to the continuing challenge of “Making Cycling 
Better”. 

We offer standard, family and concession 
memberships, plus our Premium Membership 
which includes insurance through Cycling NSW. 
We strongly encourage all cyclists to have 
appropriate insurance, available through Cycling 
NSW, Bicycle NSW and elsewhere.  

Word of mouth is our most effective source 
of new members, followed by our website, 
promotional stalls at community fairs, and 
brochures distributed to local bike shops. We ask 
everyone to spread the word about the activities 
and benefits of Bike North membership. We 
welcome non-members to try our broad range 
of rides, to see what we do, how we do it, and to 
show that we are a friendly group. 

More members 
means more voices 
in advocating for 
improvements in 
cycling! 



MEMBERSHIP
continued...
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ARE SAYING ABOUT 
BIKE NORTH...

MEMBERS

The reasons for joining Bike North are varied and reflect 
the club’s broad appeal. 

“Long time recreational rider who is a bit out of shape and wants to 
spend more time on her wheels!” 

“I started 3 years ago totally interested about cycling as a hobby and 
it has become to a real part of my life now, I have done some charity 
races and I ride myself by most of the time, I would love to learn 
more and challenge myself more in a team.” 

“I was a keen cyclist when in my teens, and after many years of 
non-riding, have got back on two wheels l. Am really enjoying being back on the road but need 
some company. Am also enjoying taking part in big organised events.” 

“Took up cycling just last August (2019) as concerned about the state of my knees. have been 
into fitness for decades, of late mainly power walking with spouse. Cycling is a godsend as it 
is easy on the knees and provides a much better workout. Enjoying it immensely. Purchased 
initially a commuter bike for exercise but soon saw a road, race bike on sale which I grabbed. 
Took a little while to get used to (including some falls) but now doing about 120km/week.” 

 

“
Bike North Membership 

2016 - 2019
Where are members from?

13+14+13+10+7+8+7+7+4+17
Ku-ring-gai

13%

Ryde
14%

Hornsby
13%

Unknown
10%

Willoughby
7%

Parramatta
8%

North 
Sydney

7%

Lane 
Cove
7%

The 
Hills
4%

Other
17%
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COMMUNICATIONS
Darryn Capes-Davis

The Communications Group of Bike North manages all digital systems 
including website and rides calendar systems & databases.

The calendar system itself had over 1000 code 
changes (code line additions/deletions) during the 
year. Thanks to Trevor Nash, who has come on 
board to help develop Bike North’s systems.

During the last year Bike North has been 
fortunate to have the skills of Clive Saunders 
who has managed the Piwigo Photo system. Clive 
has implemented a workflow to enable all raw 
photos to be appropriately tagged and to make 
sure that all photo metadata has been captured 
where possible. Clive also helped to manage the 
successful Go-Solo Photo Competition.

The Go-Solo Photo Competition, 
enabled Bike North to maintain 
engagement with its membership 
during COVID-19 lockdown from 
March to May. The photo competition 
introduced a ‘Like’ system to the Bike 
North website, allowing a public voting 
to decide weekly winners.

The Bike North Weekly Newsletter is sent by 
email to all members each Wednesday evening. 
In 2019 Victor Buriak took up the role as News 
editor. Apart from a few weeks off, during 
which James Yap filled in, Victor has edited and 
published the news without fail. This role is no 
doubt the busiest and most time-based role 
within Bike North, and thanks goes to Victor for 
taking up this role which he has agreed to take on 
for another year.

The Bike North website runs in the Azure Cloud 
on a Linux Ubuntu virtual machine (VM). As with 
all computing systems, regular maintenance is 
required including system patches which are 

always needed over time. Many thanks go to 
Martin Choy who continues to manage this role, 
doing updates after hours (how early in the 
morning Martin?) to minimise downtime of the 
website for Bike North members.

Bike North uses Microsoft 365 and, in particularly, 
One Drive for its document storage across all 
teams. Each advocacy group has its own 
One Drive document space. A series of training 
sessions were given to advocacy groups to make 
sure all advocates have the relevant training to 
be able to store documents for long term storage 
and archival. After all, the Bike North legacy 
depends on the sharing of information, not 
only to current members, but for members and 
advocates for many years to come.

During the last year, Bicycle NSW transitioned 
to Buncheur for its rides calendar. As an affiliate 
of Bicycle NSW, Bike North must upload rides to 
Buncheur. As with all Bike North systems, ‘set and 
forget’ automated methods were implemented 
to remove manual work of uploading rides 
to Buncheur. This has allowed Bike North to 
have the most descriptive rides on Buncheur, 
replicating the information stored in its native 
calendar system. See example of Bike North ride 
in Buncheur

Bike North is proud of its heritage and brand. 
An ongoing task that has been initiated is 
updating its Brand Style Guide. This is a work in 
progress to be finalised with the publishing of this 
Annual Report. 13+14+13+10+7+8+7+7+4+17

https://www.bikenorth.org.au/go-solo-ride-competition
https://bicyclensw.buncheur.com/bike-north-7898


FINANCE
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Assets 2020 2019

Cash in Hand - Westpac 7,165.02 3,408.06

Cash in Hand - BT  52,461.92 48,195.25

Equipment Previous Year  1,857.87 2,357.89

New Equipment      -  -

Depreciation    (466.22) 500.02

Current Equipment  1,391.65 1,857.87

Total Assets  61,018.59  53,461.18

Liabilities 2020 2019

Accrued Expenses - -

Total Liabilites - -

Equity

Retained Earnings  61,018.59 53,461.18 

Total Equity 61,018.59 53,461.18

Total Liabilites and Equity 61,018.59 53,461.18

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020

Income 2020 2019 Expenditure 2020 2019

Administration - General
Coaching, Training and Volunteering
Events - Tour de Cowra
Interest
Advocacy - Fairs, Conferences & other
Jerseys, Bottles and Merchandise
Membership
Ride Leaders
Communications
Donations
Seminar - Europe Cycle Touring

Total Income

  2,771.82 
 1,180.00     

-   
 191.99                    

-   
-  

12,264.84 
 -   
 -   

 429.00 
-

16,837.65

368.00 
914.00     
470.72                   

-   
 -   

 11,485.96           
103.00 

-   
-        

 197.00 

13,538.68

Assets
Admin - AGM related
Admin - General
Advcoacy - Working Groups
Advocacy - Fairs, Conferences & Other
Advocacy - Maps and Printing
Coaching, Training & Volunteering
Events - BNCC
Events - Tour de Cowra
Ride Leader Expenses
Jerseys, Bottles and Merchandise
Membership
Communications
Seminar - Europe Cycle Touring
Donations

Total Expenditure

Total Profit/Loss

-
1,918.4

2,234.08
307.74
139.00
540.00

-
-
-

1,518.80
-

30.00
1,235.76

-
970

8,893.87

7,943.78

-
1,573.18
2,836.60
599.42
239.30

1,415.90
-
-

1,168.09
3,140.05
1,085.00

30.00
1,677.33
184.00

-

13,948.87

(410.19)

Profit and Loss Statement for year to 30 June 2020

7316731+0+A2019/20
 Income

Membership
Administration
Coaching and
 Volunteering
Donations
Interest 4717+1411101+A2019 /20

Expenditure

Admin 
Ride Leaders
Communications
Advocacy
Donations
Membership
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Liabilities 2020 2019

Accrued Expenses - -

Total Liabilites - -

Equity

Retained Earnings  61,018.59 53,461.18 

Total Equity 61,018.59 53,461.18

Total Liabilites and Equity 61,018.59 53,461.18
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