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Cycling is rapidly growing 
Despite the number of adult bikes sold 
across Australia in recent years 
outnumbering car sales, in NSW, 
expenditure on cycling infrastructure is 
proportionally low compared to 
expenditure on roads.   

At the same time, 70% of short trips 
(less than 2km) across NSW are taken 
by car.  In the 1980s, one in four 
children was driven to school, now it is 
three in four.  How can we make 
walking and cycling for these short 
trips safer and more attractive?  

 

Benefits of Cycling  

• Cycling helps reduce cost-of-living pressures 
by slashing household petrol, parking and 
toll road costs as well as reducing wear and 
tear on cars during short trips. 

• Cycling is healthy for families, gets kids 
outdoors and active.   

• Cycling reduces road congestion. It reduces 
wear and tear on our roads.  

• Cycling contributes to Net Zero emissions.  
Cycling is a sustainable form of transport.  

• Cycling, whether road cycling or mountain 
biking, is a form of recreation. We need to 
fund all healthy pursuits.  

• Cycling leads to more connection within our 
community. 

• Cycling for short trips is convenient – 
reducing parking issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bike North is a community cycling organisation  
with more than 500 members across Northern Sydney. 



Election Priorities 2023 

State Governments have the ability to make a positive impact on cycling.  Below are the 
issues Bike North believes will most benefit cyclists.  We ask that these issues be given 
priority by those seeking election in NSW in March 2023.   
 

  
 

Invest in Active Transport 
 

 

Guarantee Safer Cycling 

Cycling has so many benefits, the 
community must invest to reap the 
rewards.  
 
- Double the expenditure on active 
transport  
 
- Improve and maintain existing 
active transport and cycling 
infrastructure 
 
- Close the gaps in active transport 
corridors to create continuous routes for 
commuting and recreation 
 
- Provide education programmes to 
accelerate a mode shift from car 
dependency to bicycle riding, walking 
and public transport  
 

Adults and children must be able to 
cycle safely within our community.  We 
must act to ensure this basic right.   
 
- Enforce laws such as minimum 
passing distance 
 
- Introduce lower speed limits in 
residential areas and around schools 
 
- Provide safe routes for children to 
cycle to school 
 
- Promote education programmes 
within the community to create 
awareness and acceptance of cycling as 
a valid form of active transport 

 
 

For more details, please contact Bike North’s Advocacy Coordinator, David Thomson on 
0419 227 213 or advocacy@bikenorth.org.au. 
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